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Remarks: 

Claims 1*10 are pending in this application. The examiner rejected claims 1-10 as either 
anticipated as anticipated by (under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b)), or as obvious over (under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a)) Jamison et ah (U.S. Pat No. 5,062,844). To reach that objection, the examiner 
characterized the claim language "\vherein the beryllium stiffening member is embedded in the 
substantially radiolucent body material*' as a product-by-process limitation. 

The examiner states that **the stifFemng member is made of bayllium" and apparently 
views that as resulting from a process of embedding. Howev^, the applicant fails to understand 
how that language can be construed as a product-by-process limitation, and requests clarification. 
In any event, the applicant has amended the claim to remove the 'Svherein" language, believes 
that to vAoUy overcome the exandnet's rejection, and respectfully urges allowance of flie claims. 

Furthermore, with regard to the examiner's anticipation rejection under § 102(b), the 
applicant respectfully submits d)iat oontraiy to tibue examiner's statement that all elements are 
disclosed in the Jamison et ah reference, the **baryllium stiffening membef ' is not disclosed. The 
rejection is therefore unsupported by the art and should be withdrawn. See MPEP § 2131. 

Also, with regard to the examiner's obviousness rejection under § 103, the examiner has 
failed to make a prima facie case of obviousness over the Jamison et ah reference. As noted 
above, Jamison et al does not disclose every limitation of the claims, and the examiner has not 
shown any motivation to modify that reference to airive at the claimed invention, or shown that it 
would otherwise be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to do so. 

Accordingly, the applicant respectfully submits that claims 1-10 are in condition for 
allowance, and such is earnestly requested. If the examiner believes that a telephone conference 
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would advance the prosecution of this applicatioiii the examiner is respectfully requested to 



contact the undersigned attorney. 



The Conunissioner is authorized to charge any required fees for this submission or credit 



any overpayment to Deposit Account No< 03-3483. 



RespectfiUly submitted, 




Derrick A. Plzario \ 
Reg.Na 52,126 — ^ 
Cox Smith Matthews Incorporated 
1 12 East Pecan Street, Suite 1 8Q0 
San Antonio, Texas 7820S 
(210) 554-5461 
(210)226^8395 (Fax) 
ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANT 



rFRTTFirATR OF FaCSTMILE TRANSMISSION 



1 hereby certify tbst this fiaire$poD<tence mdall documents bdioated as beiog 
Bttacbed bercto are b«lii£ transmitted by f^simUe transmissiott to the United 
StHtea Puent and Trademark Offioc, ^il Sup Amendmem at toimilc nnmber 
571-273^00 on the deiE shown bclow. 




Date^ January 10,2006 
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